
 

ETCV 510 – MODULE 1 PART 2 DUE 10/19/18 

BILL KING 

THE DESIGN OF LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS 

Reflection Questions 

Describe how the goals of schooling in the US have changed since the early 1800s. 

In The Design of Learning Environments, the author notes that in the early 19th century the 

emphasis of education was on the rote transmission and acquisition of knowledge by 

memorization contrasted with present day and age where more emphasis is placed on analysis 

and interpretation.   

This change in emphasis is also discussed in Introduction to Learning Theory and Technology, 

where the author contrasts the objectivist view, initially held in accordance with the didactic 

teaching method, that knowledge was an absolute “substance” which was simply transmitted 

from one party to another with the more recent constructivist epistemology which holds that 

knowledge is created as time goes on by individual working together and collaborating in their 

respective knowledge communities. The goals of learning have therefor shifted from the rote 

memorization of facts and procedures dictated by the teachers to a more student-oriented 

approach which emphasizes critical thinking and analysis by the student.  

Summarize the key elements of the following learning environments: 

1) Learner-Centered Environments 

In contrast to the previous educational environment where information is simply dictated 

to the student without regard to the student perspective, a learner-centered environment 

looks to the student first including both their individual characteristics and knowledge 

and the culture from which the student arises in order to find the best way in which 

knowledge can grow within the student.  Although not used specifically in the article, this 

process seems to involve the application of scaffolding and teaching within the zone of 

proximal development. 

2) Knowledge-Centered Environments 

 

The Knowledge-Centered Environment is not an alternative to the Student-Centered 

Environment but, rather, an approach which complements it by determining what 

information should be presented and how it should be presented to align with the 

student’s specific needs and abilities.  While it is recognized that some learning by rote is 

beneficial in order to obtain automaticity in routine matters, the Knowledge-Centered 

approach also recognizes the benefit of each student being able to make sense of what is 

being taught and how it fits into the grand scheme of things. 

 



3) Assessment-Centered Environments 

The Assessment-Centered Environment recognizes the need for assessments in order to 

make sure that the student is learning in accordance with the instructional goals. The is 

process involves interaction with the student and feedback. This involves ongoing 

formative assessments and conclusory summative assessments.  The article recognizes 

that with the past and ongoing changes in emphasis in learning, the types of assessments 

being administered need to be re-evaluated as well. 

4) Community-Centered Environments 

 

This approach recognizes that learning is not just an isolated phenomena involving only 

individual students but, rather, that learning is a collaborative effort.  This approach is 

consistent with the evolution of educational though described in Introduction to Learning 

Theory and Technology in which it is pointed out that knowledge is not just something 

that exists independent from the educational environment but, rather, something that is 

created within the educational environment. 

 

As indicated initially, none of these environments operate in isolation but, rather, are 

intended to complement each other in achieving the instructional goals.  


