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Annotations: 

 

Lemmer, C. A. (2013). view from the flip side: Using the inverted classroom to enhance the legal 

 Information literacy of the international ll.m. student. Law Library Journal 105(4), 461- 

492. 

 

 Abstract: None 

 

Notes / Critical Evaluation: In this law journal article, the author notes the changes in 

how students expect to learn / be taught from the perspective of modern technology. Like 

many in the field of education research, she notes that law schools as a center for higher 

learning have as early as 1992 have fallen short in their ability to “equip law students 

with the analytical abilities necessary to become successful members of the legal 

community”.  

 



In her concluding recommendation, the author emphasizes continually updated web-

delivered instructional materials and tutorials “to keep current and interesting” and 

working in teams in an encouraging and confidence building environment where the 

process is more important than the right answer. 

 

 

Meta- tags: Legal Education, Technology, Legal Research, Web-based Learning, 

Collaborative Learning 

 

 Citations: Cited by 18 Articles according to HeinOnline 

 

Pistone, M. (2015). Law schools and technology: Where we are and where we are  

heading. Journal of Legal Education64(4), 586-604. 

 

 Abstract: None 

 

Notes / Critical Evaluation: The author begins her article with the statement: “For many 

years, the question of how to use technology to teach the law has been a minor concern of 

the legal academy.' That era of general indifference to developments in learning 

technologies is now coming to an end.” Following this opening, she notes the disruptive 

influence of the internet beginning in the 1990’s and asserts that higher education is not 

immune to this impact.  In regard to the practice of law she notes: “Unfortunately, 



corporate clients are finding that many lawyers, including recent graduates, lack skills in 

the more sophisticated uses of technology for lawyering and law practice.”   

 

In this brief review of the article’s content, it is very difficult to address every change the 

author has noted in way information is being taught as a result of the internet and mobile 

technology. The areas of importance to my subject, the use of an online game to teach 

courtroom skills, are the “Apps for Learning” section of her paper in which the author 

favorably describes programs in which law students are called upon to develop apps for 

use in real life situations. She also describes how “Well-developed games provide 

constant feedback and a sense of satisfaction and accomplishment at the advancement 

and improvement in the player's skill level.”  and cites such games with names such as 

“Estate Quest”, “Foreclosure Game”, “Contracts Are a Beach”, “Evidence Challenge” 

and “Law Dojo”. 

 

Following my reading of this article, I found the following links: 

Estate Quest: None found 

Foreclosure Game: free on Kindle 

https://www.amazon.com/FORECLOSURE-GAME-how-win-ebook/dp/B009JLYBII 

Evidence Challenge:  

https://www.lexisnexis.com/infopro/resource-

centers/product_resource_centers/b/digital_and_print_publications/archive/2014/02/12/le

xisnexis-launches-evidence-challenge-integrates-with-ebooks-february-13-2014.aspx 

Contracts Are a Beach:  None found 

https://www.lexisnexis.com/infopro/resource-centers/product_resource_centers/b/digital_and_print_publications/archive/2014/02/12/lexisnexis-launches-evidence-challenge-integrates-with-ebooks-february-13-2014.aspx
https://www.lexisnexis.com/infopro/resource-centers/product_resource_centers/b/digital_and_print_publications/archive/2014/02/12/lexisnexis-launches-evidence-challenge-integrates-with-ebooks-february-13-2014.aspx
https://www.lexisnexis.com/infopro/resource-centers/product_resource_centers/b/digital_and_print_publications/archive/2014/02/12/lexisnexis-launches-evidence-challenge-integrates-with-ebooks-february-13-2014.aspx


Law Dojo: Available in the App Store and Google Play for a fee 

 

 Meta- tags: Technology; Law games, Evidence; Legal Education 

 

 Citations: Cited by 6 Articles according to HeinOnline  

 

Jackson, D. W. (2013). Lawyers can't be luddites anymore: Do law librarians have role in 

helping lawyers adjust to the new ethics rules involving technology. Law Library 

Journal 105(3), 395-404. 

 

Abstract: None 

 

Notes / Critical Evaluation: This article, like the other cited herein emphasized the need 

for attorneys to remain current in technology affecting their profession and introduces it 

as an ethical as well as practical obligation. The Model Rule adopted by the American 

Bar Association states: 

“To maintain the requisite knowledge and skill, a lawyer should keep abreast of 

changes in the law and its practice, including the benefits and risks associated 

with relevant technology, engage in continuing study and education and comply 

with all continuing legal education requirements to which the lawyer is subject.” 

Emphasis added 

 

The article further discusses the need for law librarians to recognize their role in 

facilitating the dissemination of technological information.  This article, like the others 



cited herein, is on the forefront of addressing the technological challenges and 

opportunities affecting those entering the legal profession.   

 

I thought this was a very good treatment of the issue highlighting the importance of 

technological currency as a concern, not only for the practitioner, but, also, for the clients 

who are dependent upon competent representation. 

 

Meta-Tags: Technology, Legal Education. Ethics, Law Libraries 

 

Citations:  Cited by 6 Articles according to HeinOnline 

 

Canick, S. (2014). Infusing technology skills into the law school curriculum. Capital University 

 Law Review 42(3), 663-708. 

 

Abstract: None 

 

Notes / Critical Evaluation: This article, like the previous ones cited, presents a legal 

industry that is on the cusp due to the failure of the law schools and, particularly the law 

professors, to address the changing nature of the real world that attorneys must practice 

in. It cites numerous ways in which these institutions fail to prepare newly graduating 

attorneys, an increasing number of which are starting out in private practice, for what 

awaits them. 

 



This article does not deal directly with preparation for trial, the scenario for which my 

app is being developed but, it does paint a start picture of what it takes to successfully 

practice in an increasingly digital environment. It concludes by painting a pretty rosy 

picture for Legal Technology Consultants in all areas of the law practice including law 

office management, discovery, marketing etc. 

 

Meta-Tags: Legal education, Technology. Law practice, Mobile apps, Presentation Skills, 

Research 

 

Citations: Cited by 6 Articles according to HeinOnline 

 

McKamey, M. (2017). Legal Technology: Artificial Intelligence and the Future of Law 

Practice. Appeal:Review of Current Law and Law Reform 22, 45-58. 

 

Abstract: None 

 

Notes / Critical Evaluation: This article is also about how the rapid pace of technological 

change is affecting the practice of law.  Being a little bit more futuristic than some of the 

other articles cited in this bibliography it concludes with a quote “As futurist Kevin Kelly 

puts it, "[y]ou'll be paid in the future based on how well you work with robots.”. 

 

I,  as a result of my former role as a teacher teaching Career Explorations to middle 

school and high school students, became more knowledgeable than most about the impact 



that automation, robotics and AI was and would be having upon employment. At that 

time, it was apparent to me that the legal industry would be impacted substantially.  The 

author of this article, among other things, compares the shakeup LegalZoom and Rocket 

Lawyer is having upon the law industry with that experienced by the print industry when 

Craigslist came around. 

 

The article, while embracing technology does not do so without caveats and 

acknowledges that the arguments that some areas of law cannot be handled exclusively 

by robots and software. This is another well written and substantially researched article 

on law and the impact of technology. It has only been cited once at this time but, it is a 

relatively recent article. 

 

Meta-Tags: Legal education, technology, robotics, artificial intelligence 

 

Citations: Cited by 1 article according to HeinOnline 

 

Levy, J. B. (2016). Teaching the digital caveman: Rethinking the use of classroom technology in 

Law school. Chapman Law Review 19(1), 241-306. 

 

Abstract: None 

 

Notes / Critical Evaluation:  This article starts out by acknowledging that most, if not all 

students of law are “digital natives” who have never known a life without computers, 



smart phones mobiles apps, etc. but argues the position that this should not affect the core 

training which law students get.  

“This Article is based on the premise that the most important skill we teach in law 

school, particularly in the first year, is how to "think like a lawyer."11 The critical 

thinking and problem solving skills at the heart of "thinking like a lawyer" are 

arguably more important today than ever, given a job market where lawyers may 

increasingly find that only the most intellectually prepared get hired to handle the 

difficult tasks that cannot otherwise be commoditized and outsourced to cheaper, 

non-lawyer alternatives. 12 In light of the substantial evidence that digital 

technologies can undermine the very skills we are trying to impart, we need to 

reassess the commonly held assumptions about how best to teach so-called 

"digital native" law students.” 

  

In this article, the author cites a number of past examples in which prognostications about 

how changes in technology will affect future learning have not been borne out. He, also, 

points out that:  

“We use the Socratic Method, for instance, to help students build the pattern 

recognition tools, also known as schemas, they need to issue spot, analyze, and 

read cases like a lawyer.72 How the brain constructs these schemas has not 

changed much in 50,000 years.73 The mistake legal educators make is conflating 

observations about our students' changing technology habits with changes in the 

cognitive processes that control learning. 74 However, it is the cognitive 

processes we cannot see, because they occur inside the brain, that are the most 



important aspects of learning to understand in assessing the compatibility of our 

classroom methods with the outcomes we seek.” 

 

The article concludes with the proposition that “we reject popular stereotypes and cliches 

about how best to teach digital native law students, and instead employ a hybrid approach 

to classroom technology that blends traditional tools with new, digital ones in ways that 

better match our methods with the learning outcomes we seek”.  

 

This reasoned approach makes a lot of sense to me as well.  One always has to be careful 

about fixing something that works. 

 

This is a fascinating article in that it goes beyond mere technology and discusses how the 

brain processes information and talks about the implications of neural plasticity. 

 

Meta-Tags: Technology, Law Practice, Law School, Socratic Method, Cognitive 

learning, Neural plasticity 

 

Citations: Cited by 6 articles according to HeinOnline 

 

Wald, P. (1986). Teaching the Trade: An Appellate Judge's View of Practice-Oriented Legal 

Education. Journal of Legal Education,36(1), 35-44. Retrieved from 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/42892828 

 

http://www.jstor.org/stable/42892828


Abstract: None 

 

Notes / Critical Evaluation: This article written by Patricia M. Wald, a US Appellate 

Judge who has spent more than 20 years on the bench laments the fact that law schools 

are not doing a better job of preparing attorneys for the rigors of trial work and the failure 

of many attorneys, trial lawyers and judges alike to understand and apply the Rules of 

Procedure.  The author does not advocate the use of mobile apps (They weren’t even in 

existence at the time the article was written) to remedy the situation but, she does cite a 

problem for which the app proposed by me may be a partial remedy, that is to help trial 

attorneys better recognize and deal appropriately with objectionable, inadmissible 

evidence.  

 

Being a former trial attorney who started my own law practice after graduating from law 

school in 1977, the points raised by Judge Wald ring true. 

 

Meta-Tags: Law Schools, Trials, Attorneys, Law Students, Judges, Clinical Education,  

Trial Courts 

 

Citations: Not stated 

 

Davis, K. (2013). 'The Reports of My Death are Greatly Exaggerated': Reading and Writing  

Objective Legal Memoranda in a Mobile Computing Age. SSRN Electronic Journal.  

doi:10.2139/ssrn.2281252 

 

Abstract:  



Is there any reason for lawyers to write legal memoranda, particularly when some 

lawyers report that they no longer value the “traditional” legal memo? Does the legal 

memorandum – a common first writing project for law students – have any application 

whatsoever beyond the first year of law school? Does the usefulness of the memo 

decrease when it is read on a mobile device? 

 

This article takes issue with the idea that the “traditional” legal memorandum is dead. It 

challenges lawyers, law faculty, and law students to think more deeply about the 

purposes of the legal memo, its role in modern legal practice, and its readability in a 

mobile computing world. And it offers a view of the legal memo that draws upon not 

only legal practice traditions but also upon the rules of ethics, rhetorical theory, cognitive 

science, and on-screen readability studies. 

 

Notes / Critical Evaluation: This article does not deal with the issues of education or the 

idea that a mobile game such as that envisioned by me would be of benefit to lawyers.  

This article is, rather, a response to the premise enunciated by the author that somehow 

the new means of communication enabled by the internet and mobile devices eliminates 

the need for attorneys to embody in “memos” the same type of analysis and knowledge of 

the laws traditionally expected of attorneys in their communications:  Citing what he 

claims to be the definition of a traditional memo ““traditional” means a memo that is 

based upon the “classic” or “comprehensive” structure and contains most or all of the 

following parts: question presented, brief answer, statement of facts, discussion, and 

conclusion”, the author argues that using email and modern media such as ipad, kindles 



has caused some to argue that attorneys do not need to abide by this structured format. 

The author concludes however that “in thinking about the memorandum for on-line 

reading, it is important not to conflate the medium for reading legal memos with the 

essential nature of the message. Electronic reading and transmission of objective memos 

are simply additional developments in the technology of writing and reading. The core 

advice-giving function of the memo, however, has not changed.” 

 

I agree with the authors final conclusions that new technology has not reduced the 

demand for attorneys to communicated well-reasoned opinions and advice which is 

structured for transmission and delivery in the traditional format. I believe, however, that 

the rapidity with which information is communicated and the unforgiving nature of text 

messages and emails etc in regard to the transmission of booboos, makes it very 

important for the attorney to self-edit very carefully before pushing the send button. 

 

Meta-Tags: Legal Writing, Legal Memorandum, Mobile Computing, Legal Rhetoric, 

Legal Ethics, Mobile Computing. 

 

Citations: Not available 

 

Montana, P. (2017). Bridging the reading gap in the law school classroom. Capital University 

Law Review 45(3), 433-456. 

 

Abstract: None 



 

Notes / Critical Evaluation: In contrast to the other articles cited in which consideration is 

given to the environment faced by law students after they graduate and begin practicing 

professionally, this article deals with the topic of the “under prepared law student” and 

pertains to the observation that many students now entering law school do not have the 

reading skills necessary to succeed. The article asserts that this inability to meet the 

reading demands of laws school is a new phenomena and that the students of this 

generation, the “digital natives”, the “millennials” or “generation Y”, suffer from 1) 

deficiencies in the undergraduate learning experience and 2) their relationship to 

technology. In respect to the first issue, the articles cites various factors which have 

contributed to a less a vigorous undergraduate learning environment. In respect to the 

second issue, the article posits that “students operate in a state of distractedness." Because 

"technology leads students to try to perform many activities at the same time, . . . their 

attention becomes divided. "A short attention span makes it difficult to work through 

lengthy or complex tasks, particularly when they involve reading and writing.” 

 

The factors described in the preceding paragraph, while focused on newly admitted law 

students, may also be adversely affecting students at all level in our educational system 

with the issue of lack of preparation being simply passed on from one grade to next.  This 

phenomena, if as prevalent as indicated in the article, has profound implications for 

making sure people are being adequately prepared for all occupations, trial attorneys 

included. In the law situation, if students are not acquiring the thinking, analytical and 

conceptual skills to recognize and evaluate facts and the application of legal principles, it 



is questionable whether a gaming app will ameliorate those deficiencies.   On the other 

hand, the virtual reality nature of a gaming device may enable the student to learn 

through simulated experience what might otherwise be in accessible in a rote reading 

environment. 

 

Meta-Tags: education, legal education, technology, millennials, digital natives, lack of  

preparation, graduate, under-graduate, grade inflation, reading, writing, complex 

reasoning skills 

 

Citations: Cited by one article according to HeinOnline  This is a very relevant topic 

which does not seem to be getting a lot of attention.  I suspect the failure of the article to 

be cited more than once may be due to the fact that it was only recently published. 

 

O'Leary, D. L. (2017). Flipped out, plugged in, and wired up: Fostering success for students with 

adhd in the new digital law school. Capital University Law Review45(2), 289-332. 

 

Abstract: None 

 

Notes / Critical Evaluation:  This is a recent article and starts out with a Welcome to the 

class of 2020 which is particularly directed to students with Attention Deficit 

Hyperactivity Disorder and the difficulties they may have in coping with new methods of 

delivery. 



“Welcome to the law school of the future (well, truth be told, it's already here). You've 

most likely had experience with online learning, but law school is a different animal with 

new challenges. Get ready, because your legal education is arriving via a wireless 

connection and electronic discussion board. Being one of many law students with 

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder, you may find it difficult to effectively juggle the 

many pieces to this new learning puzzle. (Check your course Blackboard site. Take the 

online quiz. Watch lecture videos. Listen to a podcast. Post your discussion board entry.) 

You may find that learning the law is easy compared to keeping track of where, when, 

and how to find it. Rest assured, we haven't forgotten about you, and we can help. At 

least we'll try.” 

 

The author notes that more content is delivered digitally than ever before and that the 

number of students with ADHD has increased and is continuing to increase and “offers 

the first qualitative research study of law students with ADHD in online learning 

environments”.  

The author cites the following statistic concerning the increase in ADHD: 

“For example, in 2000, 6.7% of college and university students in the United States were 

diagnosed with ADHD.' 15 In 2008, that percentage more than doubled to 19.1%.” 

 

The article is more than just a review and presentation / repackaging of existing data. 

Rather, the author conducted his own independent study in which he observed, tracked, 

recorded, interpreted and presented the experiences of six students diagnosed with 

ADHD in an online law school environment.  With this personal information and 



research he performed concerning the nature of ADHD and of the legal environment for 

all person suffering from disability, he rendered his suggestions for making the online 

environment workable for students with that condition. 

 

This article focuses on “online” learning and does not consider the implications of using a 

mobile platform and game such as that proposed by me in my “May It Please the Court” 

series.  Nevertheless, principles of UDL require that I consider the findings presented in 

this article in making sure that all students, irrespective of their personal limitations, will 

find an engaging way to fully appreciate the use of the app. 

 

Meta-Tags: Legal Education, Psychiatry and Psychology, Science and Technology,  

Disability Law, Food and Drug Law, Health Law, Education 

Citations: None at this time 

https://heinonline-org.ezproxy4.library.arizona.edu/HOL/LuceneSearch?terms=topic%3A%22Legal%20Education%22&collection=journals&searchtype=advanced&typea=text&tabfrom=&submit=Go&all=false
https://heinonline-org.ezproxy4.library.arizona.edu/HOL/LuceneSearch?terms=topic%3A%22Psychiatry%20and%20Psychology%22&collection=journals&searchtype=advanced&typea=text&tabfrom=&submit=Go&all=false
https://heinonline-org.ezproxy4.library.arizona.edu/HOL/LuceneSearch?terms=topic%3A%22Science%20and%20Technology%22&collection=journals&searchtype=advanced&typea=text&tabfrom=&submit=Go&all=false
https://heinonline-org.ezproxy4.library.arizona.edu/HOL/LuceneSearch?terms=topic%3A%22Disability%20Law%22&collection=journals&searchtype=advanced&typea=text&tabfrom=&submit=Go&all=false
https://heinonline-org.ezproxy4.library.arizona.edu/HOL/LuceneSearch?terms=topic%3A%22Food%20and%20Drug%20Law%22&collection=journals&searchtype=advanced&typea=text&tabfrom=&submit=Go&all=false
https://heinonline-org.ezproxy4.library.arizona.edu/HOL/LuceneSearch?terms=topic%3A%22Health%20Law%22&collection=journals&searchtype=advanced&typea=text&tabfrom=&submit=Go&all=false
https://heinonline-org.ezproxy4.library.arizona.edu/HOL/LuceneSearch?terms=topic%3A%22Education%22&collection=journals&searchtype=advanced&typea=text&tabfrom=&submit=Go&all=false

