
CONTENT DISCUSSION WEEK SIX 

Present your vision of the future of this field. Where do you see the field 

moving, in research, in practice, in application? What do you think 

education will look like in ten years, in twenty? Share your predictions 

and comment on those of a classmate. As always, posts must be 

thoughtful and adhere to standard conventions for professional 

discourse. 

My concern, and I expressed this recently in a response to Ran Qi’s Week 5 Discussion, is what 

appears to be a sort of “dumbing down” in the product of our educational system. A recent law 

review article that I came across in the context of my Annotated Bibliography noted a substantial 

decrease in the reading skills of beginning law students and hypothesized that it could be due to 

grade inflation and lack of focus brought about by hyperlink computer technology. Remedial 

education is now common place for beginning college students but, it is hard to believe that it 

would be necessary for students at the graduate level.  In my own brief experience as a teacher 

recently, I noticed, among other things, that the majority students, even into high school, were still 

counting on their fingers to do simple math calculations and many could barely spell correctly and 

know the meaning of works we take for granted. This is a worrisome trend. 

 

I like technology and I like the creativity of producing lesson plans / creating apps that go beyond 

what is now available. I question the benefit of using this new technology when our students are 

not even acquiring the basics that the traditional educational system inculcated so well in the past. 

I, therefore, still think that we need to make sure that the brains of our students acquire that basic 

knowledge which will result in the automatic response and application of certain basic educational 

facts and procedures. The pre-frontal cortex is still only capable of performing a limited number 

of operations at once. We therefore need to pursue strategies which push routine operations back 

to the long-term memory area of the amygdala. That process involves repetition and deliberate rote 

memorization. To the extent that the use of technology in the beginning phases of learning 

incorporate methods which promote automaticity, I think such technology can be beneficial. After 

students have accomplished this, then the more creative aspects of educational technology can 

flourish. 

 

In using the internet, mobile technology and augmented reality, I think we need to be careful about 

presenting new information too passively. Learning is a process which may only bear fruit if effort 

is required. The ability to think critically only arises from the researching and sorting through of 

ideas to formulate your own opinions. How will these skills develop if you are always a passive 

recipient of ideas that are chosen by someone else? 

 

Being a futurist and a curious observer of what is going on in the world, I believe that the pace of 

change is accelerating super exponentially. Augmented reality is becoming more common but that 

still involves a separation of man and machine. We are already witnessing the merger of man and 

machine via CBI (computer brain interface) which may not only centralize the dissemination of 

knowledge, perhaps eliminating the need for teachers but, also, permit the sharing of actual 



experiences vicariously among people. “The Singularity is Near”.  Let’s hope that our brains do 

not atrophy and lose that natural desire to learn new things, figure stuff out and curiosity which 

has evolved over millions and millions of years. 

 

I predict that for the foreseeable future there will be a substantial and increasing demand for 

instructional designers many of which will be using new technology. This growth will be primarily 

corporate to train people who are not getting adequately prepared by public education. 

 

I, also, see more and more children being homeschooled and “unschooled” by parents who are 

unhappy with the present educational system. I am particularly impressed by the observations of 

Sugata Mitra.  I am already seeing more children learning online because they have chosen to opt 

out of the public educational system. From personal observation, I think a lot of kids are weary of 

the conflict which arises between them and instructors who do not listen and who are too set in 

their ways to really interact with their students.  

I, also, think that the present educational system 

is flailing around because of the continued 

requirement to test and apply state standards 

which do not recognize the uniqueness of each 

student. 

 

I have previously commented that students may 

soon have their own personal instructor 

compliments of AI and robotics. The new niche 

for instructional designers may be 

programming these robots. 

 

In addition to all of the foregoing, I think that 

education needs to take the lead in preparing kids for life at an earlier stage. By the time children 

reach the age of 5, their greatest potential for learning has already passed. 

 

 

 


